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Coptic Scriptorium — Guidelines Overview / Cheat Sheet

Segmentation

We use Layton’s segmentation: each stressed unit is spelled together, with text split into stress-bearing
bound groups (), norm units (|), and morphemes (-). Bound groups are units which are uninterruptable
(e.g. by a€) and are the maximum domain for phonotactic changes: gmlnlti is one bound group, otherwise

N — M before m would be word-external assimilation (‘sandhi’).

o alglcTM_ae_noiltlpmme_xeloynTalTalxpela (xe, not are spelled together!)
®  MN[TEIMNT-AT-COTM (hyphens are used to separate constituent morphemes)
e tlp-eoTe_an (NB we can insert particles before an; p-goTe is a compound verb)

Coptic pausal marks () also offer supporting evidence for stress-based bound groups — where they appear,
they generally correspond to the bound group splits assumed here:

e epelneyleoyd_p-mNTpe_xelmeln|xmKrm_gulciooyne

Compounds

Compound nouns are segmented into morphs (hyphenated) and identified by potentially having a single
article at most. Compound verbs are identified by having no determiner (article, possessive or numeral) for
the object:

e njmai-noyTe  (Mal-noYTE is a single noun, since only one article is possible)

e p-meeye(no article on object — compound)

e plulueeye (article on object — separate norm units)

o ¢lrpelyleoTnienay (number counts as a determiner — separate norm units)

o alglagelpaTly (possessive counts as a determiner — separate norm units)
Handling theta/phi

Fused theta/phi is followed by a separator during transcription to indicate the correct number of segments.
Later in spreadsheet mode, the norm and norm_group layers split the hori off:

e Orig/transcrition: nlele (norms: N+T+2€)

More examples

e oylpwme_ne (cf. oylpame_rap_ri€)

e lilcetniTelceme (for prenominal form, BUT: ahlcwTn_Telceime)

o nleTlnanoylyq (normal article, relative converter, etc.)

e rlm-eT-NaNOY-4 (first article is normal, rest is a noun with morphological structure)
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e unfoylwlBok (the verb y is considered an independent auxiliary verb)
* (lsmeom (NB quadrilateral verb stems are considered a single unit)

o kaTaBaxre but kaTaldycn (Greek verbs are not analyzed; but PREP+N is separate)

Markup

Markup in XML editor mode includes any structural annotations about the text which do not constitute
Coptic text themselves. All Coptic text should be outside markup tags. Use TEI tags listed here. Markup
totally ignores word segmentation, applying to any range of characters. Running examples look like this:

<pb xml:id="EG109"><cb n="1"><lb n="1"><hi rend="ekthetic">al</hi>y|x.60lc_tic1</l1b>...
Common tags include: (note the use of opening AND closing tags throughout)

- <hi rend="ekthetic">...</hi> (or other rendering: tall, red, illuminated...)
- <pb xml:id="EG109">..</pb> (page break, i.e. the span of the page)

- <cbn="1">..</cb> (column break, i.e. the span of the column)

- <lbn="1">.</Ib> (line break, i.e. the span of the line)

- <note note="barely visible">..</note>

Always surround "attributes" with straight double quotes; never use double quotes in attribute values.

Part of speech tagging
In spreadsheet mode, tags are given to each norm unit (but not to morphs, or bound groups). Compounds
receive a single tag; for full guidelines see the documentation.

norm_group orig_group pos lemma orig norm
TEYYXH TeYYXH ART n TE TE
N Yyxu Yyxa Yyxu
2mWC odmC IMOD e o e
PPERO NTOC [ c

Content words (tags in N*, V* ADV)
- N for nouns, NPROP for proper names. Note that there are no adjective tags — these are interpreted
as nouns (@HM) or verboids (NaNOY):

o mcoyc/NPROP /ART maipawme/N

-V for verbs, with VIMP for unique morphological imperative forms and VBD for verboids:
o Ne/ART cuny/N pueeye/V
o apV/V T/ART arami/N
o nexe/VBD /ART gxno/N

- ADV for proper adverbs: mmay/ADV , kaxwc/ADYV (cf. PTC below for particles)
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Auxiliaries and converters (tags in A* C*, FUT)

APST Aux., past ACOND Aux., conditional E€PMaN
ANEGPST  Aux., negated past nn(e) ALIM Aux., limitative (‘until’) ~ ®aNT(€)
ANY Aux., ‘not yet’ HraT(e) ACONJ Aux., conjunctive n(Te)
AAOR Aux., aorist ®a, ®2PE€ | AFUTCONJ  Aux., future conjunctive ~ TaP(€)
ANEGAOR Aux., negated aorist me(pe) ACAUS Aux., causative Tpe
AOPT Aux., optative e[qle, epe CCIRC Conv., circumstantial e(pe)
ANEGOPT  Aux., neg. optative N CFOC Conv., focalizing e(pe)/(e)nT
AJUS Aux., jussive Map(€) CREL Conv., relative eT(T)/enT
ANEGJUS  Aux., negated jussive =~ MOPTPE CPRET Conv., preterite ne(pe)
APREC Aux., precursive NTEp(€) FUT Future marker Na
Pronouns

Tags distinguish personal subject (PPERS), object (PPERO) and independent pronouns (PPERI), as well

as possessives (PPOS):

e +/PPERS cooyw/V

e nTOK/PPERI

e »/APST VPPERS cotn/V ¢/PPERO

e ma/PPOS w/N

Demonstratives are tagged PDEM, and interrogatives are PINT:

e nNTK/PPERI ma/PINT

e nel/PDEM u/N

Other function words

Tag Name

ART Article

CONJ Conjunction

cop Copula

EXIST Existential/possessive
FM Foreign material
IMOD Inflected modifier
NEG Negation

NUM Numeral

PREP Preposition

PTC Particle

PUNCT Punctuation

UNKNOWN  Unknown morph, lacuna

Examples
n(e), T(€), n(e), 2en, ke

AYW, H, MH, Kal, €ITE, ...

ne/Te/Ne

oYN/MN

Mapa TOYTO

THp[4], W[ T], ...

N, aN, TM[caOTM]

oYa, CNAY, ...

€TBE, &N, N, MMO[4], ...

AE, NG, XE, ...
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Portmanteau tags
Unsegmentable, fused forms, receive portmanteau tags, separated by underscore:
e o IMOD_PPERO (=pmw+anok)

e €po PREP_PPERO (=¢ + nto, 2" person singular feminine)
e 2/APST «/PPRERS n1/V_PPERO (“you have brought me”)

Lemmatization

The guiding principle is to lemmatize to the most independent form possible, while ignoring number, but
not gender or person (see details). Thus pronouns are lemmatized to the independent form:

Person Lemma Pronoun forms

Ist sg. AaNOK aNOK, aNT, 1, 1, NT, T, &
2nd sg. masc. NTOK NTOK, NTK, K, T, TK

2nd sg. fem. NTO NTO, NTE€, T€, TP, P, €

3rd sg. masc. NTOY NTOY, 4

3rd sg. fem. NTOC NTOC, C

Ist pl. 2NON ANON, &N, N, TN, CN

2nd pl. NTWOTN NTMOTN, NTETN, TN, THYTN
3rd pl. NTOOY NTOOY, Y, OY, C€, COY

Nouns are lemmatized to the independent form, if it exists, otherwise to the prenominal, or if it is not
attested, to the presuffixal. Plurals are lemmatized to singular, but feminine forms receive their own lemma,
and the same applies to Greek neuters:

- CNHY — CON - eNa= — ¢ne (prenominal form exists)
- HPE — WHPE, )EEPE — ()EEPE - NalRTz — NalaT (only presuffixal form)
- Toot[c] — Twpe (has independent form) - TIONHPOC—TIONHPOC, TIONHPON—>TIONHPON

Verbs are lemmatized to independent forms and verboids to the prenominal form:
- CIOTM, COTT, CETM — COTM - TEXa, MEXE — TEXE

Prepositions, converters and auxiliaries to prenominal forms:

- epo[q] — e, ngnT[q] — en - wue[y], vepe — Mepe
- €, €Epe — €pe - Note past relative: enT[2] — eTepe
- €T, €T€, €ETEPE — €TEPE - But past focalizer: (e)nT[a] — epe

Portmanteau tokens receive portmanteau lemmas (word/pos/lemma):

- epo/PREP PPERO/epe_nTo - 2w/IMOD_PPERO/?mm_aNoOK

Also see online guidelines on diplomatic transcription, entity tagging, and syntactic analysis
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